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To come now to Dr. KING’S suggestion that the con.

demned criminal might be utilised for the purposes of

physiological or therapeutical experiment, this will certainly
appear startling to some modern readers, although it is by
no means new in the history of mankind. It is said that

HEROPHILUS, who flourished at Alexandria in the fourth

century B.c. and whose name is preserved to us by the
- Torcular," was accustomed to dissect living criminals,
supplied to him for the purpose by the State ; and some of
our daily and weekly non-medical contemporaries have

lately contained long accounts, more or less veracious, of
a Parisian lady who is said to have secured a handsome

competence by letting out her body to surgeons and physio.
logists for experimental purposes. In the Middle Ages
-criminals were certainly handed over to medical men as

subjects upon whom experiments might be tried with poisons
and reputed remedies. But it may be doubted whether

either the customs of Alexandria, in the fourth century before
the Christian era, or those of the contemporaries of the

BORGIAS, would be accepted as of authority in the present
da,y; and it is certain that any attempt to obtain legal
authority for carrying into practice Dr. KING’S suggestion
would arouse a most reasonable storm of disapproval. We

know perfectly well what many of the most sensible, well-

-informed, and humane men in the world will be found

saying in support of experiments upon condemned criminals
who, be it understood, place themselves voluntarily in the

physician’s or surgeon’s hands in return for some slight
hopes of cheating the gallows. It will be pointed out that
a man condemned to death is civilly dead to all intents and

purposes, save for the possible intervention of the Crown

on his behalf; apart from that intervention the sheriff

and his assistants are legally bound to kill the convict at a
stated time and would be liable to punishment if they failed
to do so. The Crown is superior to the law and may either

pardon the convict or may direct that instead o&deg; being killed
he shall be subjected to a long, and perhaps life-long, term of
painful and degrading slavery. Dr. KING’S suggestion is that
he should be permitted to ransom himself from the death

penalty by voluntary submission to experiments of a kind
calculated to increase knowledge with regard to the causes
of disease and the operation of preventives or of remedies ;
or, in other words, that instead of being regarded as

merely useless carrion, his body should be rendered of as

much value to mankind as that of a guinea-pig or a rabbit.
It might even be of considerably more value, because it

would admit of a more accurate reproduction of the morbid
conditions against which men have to contend. It would

be necessary for the securing of perfect justice that the

atonement should bear some due proportion to the offence
and that the pain suffered or the risks incurred by the

criminal, or the mutilations or disabilities inflicted upon him,
should bear some proportion to what he himself had done
to others. This point having been attended to-though
what legal machinery could be devised for the purpose we
are at a lofs to guess-the criminal might be asked, in
eturn for possible safety, to submit to dangers to which

some of the noblest of mankind have submitted themselves

with no hope of rewarl. Nothing more would be asked

- of him than was done by the American soldiers

who, in full confidence in their medical officers,

consented to sleep in the beds and bedding vac1ted

by the deceased victims of yellow fever, or permitted
themselves to be bitten by infected specimens of stegomyia
in order to afford conclusive evidence of the manner in

which the disease was conveyed. A criminal who was

repentant would even be likely, apart from any question of

pardon or of reprieve, to embrace, as these brave men did,
an opportunity of rendering signal service to mankind ; and
the ordinary criminal, who is only repentant in the presence
of the chaplain, would, as a rule, be only too willing to

follow their example because of the slender chance that it
offered of saving his life.
We do not think that on the part of the criminal popu-

lation there would be any hesitation to avail themselves

of such a provision of the law as Dr. KING suggests, so that
the outcry that would follow in "humanitarian" circles upon
any support of Dr. KING’S ideas would probably be directed
against the cruelty of a scheme which the sufferers under
the scheme would not themselves call cruel. We have, as we
have said, broached the question purely as an academic one,
but if it should ever become a practical one we should, for
once at all events, find ourselves ranged on the side of the
professional " humanitarians " as well as of most thoughtful
citizens. The sanctity of human life is more recognised
to day than it was in the times of HEROPHILUS, while the

respectful treatment of the bodily structure is more inti-
mately a part of the natural religion of all men. Because

life is sacred those who have deprived others of life pay the

corresponding forfeit-the law is designed to be preventive
and deterrent rather than purely punitive. To give the con-
victed murderer another chance by inviting him to undergo
scientific experiment would be to remove a safeguard with
which society cannot yet dispense ; to practise deliberate

mutilation upon the human body would be utterly repugnant
to those whose official duty it would become, under a

legalisation of Dr. KING’S views, to mete out to the convicted
criminal his physiological or pathological sentence.

A Story of Sanitary Ineptitude.
MUCH eloquence by many writers has been expended upon

the sanitary progress of the Victorian era, so much that

the numerous instances of sanitary neglect with which

the annals of public health administration abound, which
continued throughout the reign of Queen VICTORIA and

which flourish still, hardly meet with the attention that

they merit. Instances of sanitary default tend to come

before the public notice when there takes place what

may be termed a frontier nuisance, in which two adjoining
local authorities, each anxious to attribute the blame to the
other and each equally anxious to avoid any expenditure in
connexion with the matter, indulge in an exchange of

courtesies. It is then that we learn in what manner certain

local authorities interpret and neglect their responsibilities
as well as how very difficult it is under the present Public
Health Act to deal with situations which may constitute

a disgrace to local government.
The latest example of what must be called a travesty of

local government comes to us from Brecon in the prin-
cipality of Wales, where, apparently, one urban district

council, that of Brynmawr, has been accused of poisoning
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by leakage from its main outfall sewer the springs which

supply certain villages in an adjoining rural district, that of f

Crickhowell, with drinking water. The circumstance has led t

to paragraphs with alarming headings in the local press, from a

which, together with certain Local Government Board reports e

which are in our library, the facts appear to be as follows. B

The Brynmawr urban district council conducts its sewage to 1

a spot in its own district where some preliminary treat- 
ment, such as screening, is undertaken, and where, too, (

there seems to be a device by means of which, in certain 

circumstances, the sewage may be diverted to a neighbour- 
ing stream. But as a rule the sewage is carried from ]
these works by a sewer which passes through part of the 
Crickhowell rural district and thence to the sewage farm

which is situated in the Brynmawr district. This sewer, as

it traverses the Crickhowell district, skirts the edge of a
decline which runs down to the small village of Llanelly, and
when this sewer leaks, as it has on many occasions done, the
sewage trickles through the porous limestone in which the
pipes are laid and so, it is alleged, finds its way to a group
of springs which, issuing from the limestone below, supply
the village of Llanelly with water-and, according to Mr.
P. E. HILL, the medical officer of health of Crickhowell,
with enteric fever. In order to remedy this state of affairs
the Crickhowell rural district council has invoked the

assistance of the Local Government Board and within

recent years that of the Brecon county council. Bat to

judge from a recent report by Mr. HILL the leakage above
referred to still exists, for this is what he writes :&mdash;

Typhoid fever has been endemic amongst the population
of Llanelly (Breconshire) for over 30 years and an epidemic
is still in progress, as demonstrated by the fact that 14 cases
have been notified during the present year, 11 out of this
number since June 28th. A water poisoned by typhoid bacilli
has been allowed to flow as from a fountain during the whole
of this period from time to time and has been the direct
source of disease, suffering, and death to hundreds."

This is a strong and direct accusation and by way of

estimating its weight we have consulted a joint report
written by Dr. R. J. REECE and Mr. SANDFORD FAWCETT,
M.LC.E., two inspectors of the Local Government Board,
which was issued in 1902.1 From this report we gather
that the facts are to a certain extent as stated and

that the sewer in question does frequently leak in

such fashion as seriously to threaten the water of the

Llanelly springs. But we also incidentally learn that

the Crickhowell rural district council is very far from

being an ideal body from an administrative standpoint ;
that the village of Llanelly is, on its own merits, a some-
what unwholesome spot ; and that the springs which are
stated to be polluted by the Brynmawr sewage are also

liable to pollution by the contents of the Llanelly privies.
There is no system of drainage in the village and the " slop
water is thrown on the ground or down drains of primitive
construction to find its way with the storm water over the

land or by channels furrowed along the roadside to ulti-

mately reach the Clydach brook." There is no isolation

accommodation in the distiict and the disinfection per-

formed at the time of the inspection, which led to Dr.

REECE’s and his colleague’s report, wa little other than a
farce.

1 The report can be obtained from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode,
East Harding-street, London, E.C.

So far, therefore, as we can gather there is still much

for both the authorities in question to carry out before

they waste their time in discussing the responsibility for
an admittedly serious condition of affairs. Clearly, it is the

elementary duty of the Brynmawr council to provide a

watertight sewer, and it is equally the duty of the Crick-
howell council to see that Llanelly is provided with a
water-supply which is not liable to pollution by, amongst
other things, the contents of its own privies. But in

place of performing these elementary acts of justice to the

people over the health of whom they have been elected to

preside each district council would appear to be pro-

crastinating indefinitely. For ourselves we should like to

see both these authorities vigorously dealt with. The efforts

of the medical officers should be seconded at headquarters,
and if reform does not follow the districts, if possible,
might be dissolved. A perpetuation of this unedifying
bickering and ineptitude is not fair to local government.
Dr. REECE’s and Mr. FAWOETT’S report is instructive in

many ways and its broad lesson is that if recurrences

of this nature are to be avoided a new Public Health Act

should be introduced conferring greater powers upon

the Local Government Board and upon county councils,
enabling them to deal in a summary fashion with authorities
which neglect the health of the public under their care.

Apparently the Brynmawr and Crickhowell districts have

been visited on numerous occasions by inspectors of

the Local Government Board and in each instance advice

has been given which, if followed, would have led to a

speedy remedy of a nuisance which has been obvious for

many years. Neither of these councils can therefore plead
that advice has not been forthcoming and it is only matter
for regret that the central health authority is not able at
this stage to enforce the carrying out of the recommenda
tions so frequently made by its own inspectors. We venture

to commend this case to Mr. GERALD BALFOUR whose un-

doubted ability should prove equal to the occasion.

Annotations.
"Ne quid nimis."

THE DIFFICULTIES OF MEDICAL MEN IN RELA-

TION TO CASES OF DIPHTHERIA.

In THE LANCET of Sept. 23rd, p. 907, we drew attention,
under the title of "How Disease May be Spread," to the
difficulty which is liable to attend the diagnosis of diphtheria
in cases where a medical man is consulted when the clinical

signs of the disease have disappeared and when the patient
or the patient’s friends either by silence or positive mis-
statements throw dust in the eyes of the practitioner.
Curiously enough, a correspondent sends us this week

the particulars of a case the circumstances of which

are very similar to those to which we referred in our

issue of Sept. 23rd and as the facts are of interest to
all practitioners we summarise them for the benefit of our
readers. A notifies that a child is suffering from diphtheria,
the diagnosis being founded upon satisfactory clinical and
bacteriological evidence. The parents are duly informed
by A who urges isolation which he suggests may probably
have to be continued for about a month. The local medical
officer of health visits the house and, supporting in every way


